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“Whether protecting
desert springs for
the tiny pupfish or
expansive sage steppe
for pronghorn and sage-
grouse, NWRA excels

»at bringing together

agencies, partners and

funding sources to make
a tremendous difference
for American wildlife
conservation.”

Denise Joines, Wilburforce

Foundation

Bald Eagle | Middle Mississippi NWR, IL | Les Zigurski
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Sagebrush Steppe Rangewide Conservation Strategy

Oregon, Nevada, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming and Colorado

NWRA is helping the FWS develop a coordinated approach to halt the steady course toward the

Endangered Species list currently facing greater sage-grouse, once a ubiquitous game bird of the West. By

pulling together sage-grouse experts from multiple federal and state agencies, we can ensure the highest

return devoted to sagebrush habitat conservation
in the 11-state range of the greater sage-grouse.

In 2012, NWRA coordinated closely with
agency leadership on sage-grouse issues and be-
gan work in several landscapes of critical impor-
tance to sage-grouse breeding and rearing, such
as the Malheur-Hart-Sheldon high-desert region
of southeastern Oregon and northern Nevada.
With more than one million acres already under
refuge management in three refuge units, this is
a place where partnerships between FWS, other
agencies and NGOs can make a difference for
sage-grouse. NWRA is working with the Wilbur-
force Foundation as well as a group of NGOs,
agency partners and landowners to begin build-
ing a common vision and strategy for striking a
management balance in this traditional western
ranching landscape.

Stephen Ting/FWS

Bear River Watershed — Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, Bear
Lake and Cokeville Meadows National Wildlife Refuges

Utah, Wyoming and ldaho

After following a 400-mile course through three states, the Bear River opens up into a broad delta of
marshlands and forms the largest source of freshwater to the Great Salt Lake. In 2012, NWRA worked
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to advance the concept of creating a new Conservation Area in

the Bear River Watershed that would span the watershed’s three states, two FWS Regions, and three ex-

isting refuges. Over the past
year, NWRA worked with
landowners and community
members to solicit local feed-
back on a draft proposal to
promote the use of conser-
vation easements to protect
water quality, water quantity,
wildlife habitat and migra-
tion corridors in this critical
region where the Southern
Rockies meet the Great Basin.
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Beyond the Boundaries—2012 Focus Areas

Bear River

Watershed Connecticut River ”. ..our natu Id | resources

Watershed

are so closely connected
that they should be »
coordinated and should

Sagebrush
Steppe

be treated as part of
one coherent plan and
not in haphazard and

Mojave Desert

piecemeal fashion.”
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NWRS map underlying NWRA Focus Areas provided by FWS

The New Conservation Paradigm

r I Yhe U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has a long history of working through effective partner-
ships. In fact, 2012 marks the 25th anniversary of Partners for Fish and Wildlife, a program
specifically designed to bring federal resources to private landowners to accomplish mutually

beneficial habitat conservation on private land. More recently, the FWS has played a central role in

developing Landscape Conservation Collaboratives (LCCs), a framework for bringing together states,

Tribes, Federal agencies, non-governmental organizations, universities and other groups to collaborate

on shared science-based conservation objectives.

In its Conserving the Future vision for the 21st Century, the Refuge System places extra emphasis on
collaboration and partnerships, emphasizing the need to work “Beyond the Boundaries,” a term coined by

NWRA’s 2005 Beyond the Boundaries report. As the Refuge System

increasingly looks at small areas of core habitat as part of conservation

The NWRA serves

as a bridge between land ownership, conservation easements, and agreements with other

landscapes, it is advancing its conservation mission by coordinating

federal agencies such as the Natural Resources Conservation Service

government, non'Pr()ﬁt or the Department of Defense, or with state fish and game depart-

and private sector partners. ments, state parks, state water agencies, local municipalities, private
landowners and conservation NGOs.

As a non-governmental organization with long experience working
closely with the FWS, the NWRA has become a bridge between the agency and a range of NGO and
private sector partners, helping craft a vision, build multi-layered funding strategies, and foster a supportive
political environment. Because refuges attract such a diverse group of supporters — conservationists
and ecologists, hunters and anglers, birders and hikers, and many more — N'WRA represents a broad
spectrum of interests and is well-positioned as a facilitator for the benefit of refuges. The following pages
illustrate how N'WRA is working hand-in-hand with the FWS and its multitude of public and private
partners to turn vision into conservation reality.
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