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A
 lot of students cannot differentiate between count and non-count nouns. Therefore, today we will have a look at the main differences between these two categories. Then you will test yourself with an exercise. 

1- Count Nouns: They name persons, places, or things. We can identify them by using the following guidelines:

a- Count nouns can be counted. [image: image2.jpg]
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b- They can be made plural.      
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c- Articles used with count   nouns are: 
1- A/AN with indefinite singular nouns. 

E.g.: He bought a book yesterday.
2- The with specific singular and plural nouns and 0 (no article) with indefinite plural nouns. 
E.g.: 1- I love reading books.

2- Where is the book I lent you last week?
2- Non-Count Nouns: They name persons, places things or ideas. We can identify them by using the following guidelines:

a- Non-Count nouns cannot be counted.
b- They cannot be made plural.

c- Articles used with non-count nouns are:

1- The with specific nouns. 

E.g.: The sugar is in the bowl.

2- 0 (No article) with indefinite nouns. 
E.g.: We are running out of sugar.

Now try to answer the following exercise: 

A- Identify the underlined nouns as count or non-count:

1- I know a lot of friends.

2- Sara doesn’t like coffee.
3- The news was depressing.

4- His attempts were successful.

5- Skiing is fun.

6- I have a lot of work to do.

Please send your answers and any other comments to the editor’s E-mail address: halashwal@smcvt.edu
Good luck

Next time we will talk more about some other guidelines and also about nouns that behave as both count and non-count. Be ready and keep warm.
I can’t believe it! What is all this? Couldn’t they make them all count or non-count?





One, two, three.





 The books.








*  The Information is taken from Prof. J. Halliwell’s class (English Grammar)





