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Middle East and North Africa 

(MENA)



World Distribution of Muslim Population
*Only countries with more than 1 million Muslims are shown (1.6 Billion world-wide 

(23%); 3.3 million in the U.S.; Fastest growing religion)



Physical Geography of the Middle East



Oil Producing Countries



Oil Reserves by Country/Region



Oil, Pipelines, and US Military



Middle East & US Military



Media Hubs in the Middle East and North 

Africa (MENA)



United Arab Emirates



The United Arab 

Emirates (UAE) is a 

federation of seven 

states formed in 1971 by 

the then Trucial States 

after independence from 

Britain.

• Population: 9.4 million (UN, 2014) 

• Capital: Abu Dhabi (~1.7 million)

• Largest city: Dubai (~2.6 MILLION)

• Area: 77,700 sq km (30,000 sq miles) 

• National language: Arabic 

• National religion: Islam 

• Life expectancy: 77 years (men), 79 

years (women) (UN) 

• Main exports: Oil and Gas 

• PPP Purchasing Power Parity:

$70,237 (World Bank, 2015)  

(U.S.=$55K)

United Arab Emirates (UAE)







Dubai 1990 vs 2015

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjytbim_cLLAhVFVj4KHdk9A3kQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.slideshare.net%2FIEIGSC%2Fpresentation-future-of-civil-engineering&bvm=bv.116636494,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEJBo1u_w2NlwYfJ1iAyo73QEGKMw&ust=1458141152438328
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjytbim_cLLAhVFVj4KHdk9A3kQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.slideshare.net%2FIEIGSC%2Fpresentation-future-of-civil-engineering&bvm=bv.116636494,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEJBo1u_w2NlwYfJ1iAyo73QEGKMw&ust=1458141152438328


Downtown Dubai



Development Outside the City Center



Global Transportation



Burj Khalifa: - Dubai skyscraper
The Gulf state of Dubai has unveiled plans for the world's tallest building 



Burj Khalifa: 

World's tallest building 





Palm Jumeirah :  Creation of  off-shore resort Islands
(AKA Jebel Ali Palm Island)



At Night--Palm Jumeirah



Palm Jumeirah: Luxury Housing Developments



Palm Jumeirah: Luxury Housing Developments



Palm Jumeirah: Luxury Hotel



The Earth: Luxury Housing Project



The Earth: Luxury Housing Project



The Earth: Luxury Housing Project

Video Links



Media City: Dubai





Media City: Dubai



Media City: Dubai



Major broadcasters based at Dubai 

Media City

• Al Arabiya-Middle East 
Broadcasting Center

• APTN
• Reuters
• CNN
• BBC World
• Bloomberg L.P.
• CNBC Arabiya
• Voice of America (VoA) 
• Showtime Arabia
• Ten Sports — Taj Television Ltd
• ARY Digital Network
• Geo TV

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/APTN
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/APTN
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reuters
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CNN
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BBC_World
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloomberg_L.P.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CNBC_Arabiya
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voice_of_America
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Showtime_Arabia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ten_Sports
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taj_Television_Ltd
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ARY_Digital_Network
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geo_TV


Tradition



Club Scene Dubai



Tourism for the Elite



Opulence



Opulence

Police: Lykan 

Supersport 

$3.4million

0-60mph 2.8sec



Sex Trafficking In Dubai

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iCaVQeiA2aI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iCaVQeiA2aI


Tourism for the Elite



Snow comes to deserts of Dubai: World’s Largest Indoor Snow Park

The largest indoor snow park in the world 
has opened in the Gulf Emirate of Dubai.

Ski Dubai, 85m high by 80m wide, has to cope with average outside 
winter temperatures of 25C and summer temperatures soaring above 
40C.

The 22,500sq/m of piste are covered with 6,000 metric tons of 
manufactured snow all year round.

The temperature inside is maintained at -1 or -2C. Arabs who 
prefer to wear their traditional kandouras can hire black, 
knee-length padded coats.

The $272m resort is the latest project in the emirate which is seeking to become a major tourism hub.



Dubai Snowpark



Dubai Snowpark



Vacationland—Middle East

The seven-star Burj Al Arab hotel has 
become one of Dubai's most recognisable 

symbols.

The Jumeirah Beach Hotel

http://www.bestof-dubai.com/trace.php?url=DUB020&or=I
http://www.bestof-dubai.com/trace.php?url=DUB020&or=I


Professional Sports Markets in Dubai

A number of balls were lost.

Tennis publicity stunt: Andre Agassi and 
Roger Federer played on the hotel's 
helipad.



Professional Sports Markets in Dubai

Morning trackwork at the Nad Al Sheba racetrack a 

day before the US$6 million Dubai World Cup. 

Tiger Woods plays in the first round of the  Dubai 
Desert Classic.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kc3IpqnbSjE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kc3IpqnbSjE


Workers Rights:  Strike



Workers Living Conditions

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ckwFEFRmBR0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ckwFEFRmBR0


DOHA, QATAR: 
Media Hubs in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA)



Qatar
 British protectorate until 1971

 More than 15% of the world's 

proven gas reserves.

 Home to Al-Jazeera (Middle East 

based World News Provider)

 Elections in 1999: Qatari women 

were allowed to vote and stand for 

office.

 Highest GDP in the world 2015 = 

$143,038

 2nd lowest unemployment rate

 Reporters w/o Borders Press 

Freedom index  74-113



Qatar

 Qatar in Photos: 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-

middle-east-20804673

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-20804673


Al Jazeera
• 1996: Al Jazeera Satellite Channel following the 

closure of the BBC's Arabic language TV 

station. The Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Khalifa, 

provided a loan of ($137 million).

• 1999: Al Jazeera's first day of 24-hour 

broadcasting

• 2000:  Nightly viewership at 35 million across 

the Arab world.

• 2001:  Qatar “officially” allows private satellite 

dishes. Al Jazeera launches free Arabic 

language web site. TV available in UK via 

British Sky Broadcasting.

• Sept 11, 2001 Afghanistan Iraq War (2003):  

Al Jazeera gains global audiences as a direct 

alternative to CNN, BBC, and all other western 

media outlets.

• 2003 Al Jazeera develops a sports channel. 23 

bureaus around the world and 70 foreign 

correspondents world wide. News sharing with 

BBC.

• 2006: Al Jazeera International—Global English 

Language Channel/Web Site.

• 2008: Israel announces a "boycott" and 

sanctions of Al Jazeera for biased coverage of 

Palestine.

• 2013: Al Jazeera purchases Current TV (Al 

Gore) and develops Al Jazeera AMERICA.

• 2013: 22 members of staff of Al Jazeera's 

Egyptian bureau announced their resignation 

citing biased coverage of the ongoing 

Egyptian power redistribution

• 2015 +:  Al Jazeera SPANISH, Al Jazeera 

Urdu, Al Jazeera Kiswahili, Al Jazeera TURK



Al Jazeera



Qatar: The FUTURE of Doha 

Development

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_ZuXbOtBbo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_ZuXbOtBbo


Egyptian Film Industry
 1950s-1970s Golden Age

 100-200 Films per year

 Genres:
 Action Adventure

 “Westerns”  Sahara Bedouin

 Political Critique

 Drama/Melodrama

 Romance

 Comedy

 Musicals

 Historical

 Cairo = “Hollywood” 

of the Middle East

 SET the STAGE for Pan-

Arabic Films for ALL Arab 

speakers and Muslims

 Technically Professional

 Creative/Artistic License

 “hybridized” fusion



Cairo-wood’s Decline 1975-2000
1.Nationalization (Strong Government 

Intervention)Formula films

2.Broadcast Television (1970s)

Cable TV/Satellite TV

3.Differentiation of MEDIA CULTURES 

emerging throughout MENA (Saudi, 

Turkey, Lebanon, UAE, and others)

4.Competition with Hollywood “Global 

Blockbuster system”VCR and DVD



BEIRUT, LEBANON: 
Media Hubs in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA)



Lebanon



1960s-1970s Beirut, 

Lebanon
• Paris of the Middle East!

• French Colonial Influence

• Riviera Opulence on the 

Mediterranean

• MULTI-CULTURAL

• Multi-Religious

• Night clubs, Movies, Media



Beirut, Lebanon



Beirut, Lebanon Civil War (1980s)
• PLO – Palestinian 

Liberation 

Organization

• Israel

• Syria

• Saudi Arabia

• U.S.

• Russia (USSR)

• Palestine

• Hizbullah

• Egypt

• Turkey

• Iraq

• Iran



Beirut, Lebanon 2012
• Tourism

• Media

• Business



Beirut 2016 (Hub for Arts, Media, and Culture)

• Art

• Architecture

• Media

• Music

• Tourism

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjyrPuWhsHLAhWGGD4KHfZwAt8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mediame.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fannouncement%2Fbeirut_media_city_coming_soon&bvm=bv.116636494,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNH91lyop_6PJZsBKyqcrxC6AvK5eg&ust=1458074794309045
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjyrPuWhsHLAhWGGD4KHfZwAt8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mediame.com%2Fen%2Fnews%2Fannouncement%2Fbeirut_media_city_coming_soon&bvm=bv.116636494,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNH91lyop_6PJZsBKyqcrxC6AvK5eg&ust=1458074794309045


Saudi Arabia
• King Abdullah Economic City 

(KAEC) is Saudi Arabia’s $100 

billion attempt to use its vast oil 

wealth to build a 21st century city 

from scratch

• Red Sea Port (Suez)

• Oil

• Education

• Finance

• Tourism

• Religion

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzKU9HR_Al8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzKU9HR_Al8


United Arab Emirates: A chronology of key events: 

1892 - Deal between the Trucial States and 
Britain gives Britain control over foreign 
affairs and each emirate control over 
internal affairs. 

1950s - Oil is discovered. 

1962 - Oil is exported for the first time from 
Abu Dhabi. 

1971 December - After independence from 
Britain, Abu Dhabi, Ajman, Dubai, 
Fujayrah, Sharjah, and Umm al-Qaywayn 
come together as the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). Sheikh Zayed Bin-Sultan 
Al Nuhayyan presides over the federation. 

1971 - UAE joins the Arab League. 

1981 May - UAE is a founding member of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council; its first summit 
is held in Abu Dhabi. 

1991 - UAE forces join the allies against Iraq 
after the invasion of Kuwait. 

2001 November - Government orders banks 
to freeze the assets of 62 organisations 
and individuals suspected by the US of 
funding terrorism.

2005 December - Sheikh Khalifa announces 
plans for the UAE's first elections. Half of 
the members of the consultative Federal 
National Council will be elected by a 
limited number of citizens. 

2006 March - Political storm in the US forces 
state-owned Dubai Ports to relinquish 
control of terminals at six major American 
ports. Critics of the ports deal feared an 
increased risk of terrorist attack, saying 
the UAE was home to two of the 9/11 
hijackers. 

2006 March-June - Economic changes 
announced. They include bringing the 
days of the official weekend into line with 
Western nations, introducing laws to 
reduce the dependence on foreign 
workers and allowing labourers to form 
trade unions. 

2006 16 December - First-ever national 
elections. A small number of hand-picked 
voters choose half of the members of the 
Federal National Council - an advisory 
body. 

2007 April - UAE unveils a national 
development strategy aimed at making it 
a world leader. 

2007 September - Dubai and Qatar become 
the two biggest shareholders of the 
London Stock Exchange, the world's third 
largest stock exchange.



Israel, Palestine, Syria, 

Jordan, Egypt, Lebanon



Denominations and Schools within Islam (Global 

Distribution)  Sunni ~75% | ~Shia 20% | ~Suffi 5%



Middle East & US Military



Media City: Dubai



Dubai’s Local Media
The Press

• Al-Bayan - private, Dubai-based Arabic daily 
• Gulf News - Dubai-based, English-language 
• Khaleej Times - private, Dubai-based daily, English-language 
• Emirates Today - English-language daily Television

TV
Dubai Media Incorporated (DMI) - pan-Arab broadcaster, operates Dubai TV, Dubai 
One 

• Abu Dhabi TV - pan-Arab broadcaster 
• Ajman TV
• Sharjah TV
• MBC - Dubai-based pan-Arab broadcaster 
• Al-Arabiya - news channel operated by MBC Radio

Radio
Abu Dhabi Radio

• Radio Asia - commercial, broadcasts in Hindi, Urdu and Malayalam 
• Ras al Khaimah Radio 
• Al-Arabiya FM - commercial, Arabic pop 
• Dubai 92 - commercial, English-language pop 
• Noor Dubai 93.9 - commercial, "Islamic-oriented" news, talk 
• City 1016 - commercial, programmes in English and Urdu News agency

• News Agency
• Emirates News Agency (WAM) - official 

http://www.albayan.ae/
http://www.gulf-news.com/
http://www.khaleejtimes.ae/
http://www.emiratestodayonline.com/
http://www.dubaitv.gov.ae/
http://www.emi.co.ae/
http://www.ajmantv.com/
http://www.sharjahtv.ae/
http://www.mbc.net/
http://www.alarabiya.net/english.aspx
http://www.emi.co.ae/
http://radioasiauae.com/
http://www.arnonline.com/
http://www.arnonline.com/
http://www.arnonline.com/
http://www.arnonline.com/
http://www.wam.org.ae/




High hopes for Dubai skyscraper
The Gulf state of Dubai has unveiled plans for the world's tallest building 



Qatar: 
Private/Public Dress Codes





Dubai—Geo Cross-Section



Dubai—Satellite Image
Google Earth Link

http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=25.094875,54.351127&z=16&t=h&hl=en


Dubai Media City Directory

http://www.tecomdirectory.com/company/browsebyzone/3/A/Dubai-Media-City.html
http://www.tecomdirectory.com/company/browsebyzone/3/A/Dubai-Media-City.html

