Dear Maria,

1 wish 1 could come down to see your defense,
but although I can’t, I do want you to know
that 1 will be thinking of you all day. 1 am
very, very proud of you, and recognize not
only how difficult what you are doing is, but
also understand some of the peripheral
roadblocks you have had to overcome to get
where you are. 1 am so proud of you and so
impressed with the work you are doing.
Absolutely amazing to see all that potential
now realized.

The very best of luck and all my love and
Please please call me (at work) the minute
you are done!!

I love you
You are the BEST!

Your big sister Jo, and also
Jobn, Eva, Isaiah, and Frankie
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