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A newsletter for English Language Learners
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Dear Students,

Hello and welcome to our ELL community’s first newsletter!  In this newsletter you’ll read some legends about the history of St. Valentine and why we celebrate Valentine’s Day.  Look in the Hey, Have a Heart! box to learn some great idioms with a heart theme.  Complete the quiz to see if you can remember what they mean. Don’t forget to cut out the box with your answers and turn them in to me for a chance to win this month’s drawing. You’ll also want to check out the section about Internet safety in the Tech Talk section of this newsletter.  Going online and using the Internet is lots of fun when you keep yourself safe!  Next time you are surfing the Net, how about checking out the links in the Websites to Watch section? I hope you enjoy this newsletter; it was designed especially for you! 

Oh and by the way, have a great Valentine’s Day!

Mrs. Perrino
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According to the Kidzworld website (http://www.kidzworld.com),

“This day of romance has roots in several different legends that have found their way to us through the ages. One legend goes that the Romans threw a priest named Valentine in prison for his teachings. On February 14th, Valentine was beheaded not only because he was Christian, but also because he had supposedly cured the jailer’s daughter of her blindness. The night before he was executed he wrote her a farewell letter, signing it “From Your Valentine.” Another legend has it that Valentine was an Italian bishop who lived about the same time as the priest Valentine. He was imprisoned because he secretly married couples, against the laws of the Roman emperor. Some legends say he was burned at the stake.”

Think about it:

Which legend do you like better? Why?

Can you complete this crossword puzzle with words from the article about the history of St. Valentine’s Day (p.1)?
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Across

2. A _______ supervises many priests or ministers.

5. The traitor was _______ at the king's order.

Down

1. Jane's and Paul's life together is
full of ________.

3. According to ________ St. Valentine was a priest.

4. The retiree said _________ to his co-workers and moved to Florida.

[image: image5.png]



Hey, Have a Heart!

Here are some idioms you’ll LOVE using. . .
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Have a Heart Idioms Quiz

Write the letter of the best answer in 

the blank. 
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a. have one’s heart set on

b. heart is in the right place

c. lose heart

d. at heart

e. change of heart

___He acts tough but he’s really 

just a big baby __________.
___It seems that my uncle has ________  

       and is not going to give me the money

       for college, afterall.

___I __________ going to Florida during

my February vacation but now I don’t 

        have enough money for the trip.

___Debbie gave me a really awful birthday 

       present but I know her __________; 

       it was nice of her to think of me!

___James got a 50 on his math exam but 

       his teacher told him not to ________

       because he can still bring up his

grade by doing well on quizzes and 

assignments.
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your answers to me by 2/28/06!
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This corner of our monthly newsletter will be devoted to using technology.  Here you’ll find tips on Internet safety as well as a few fun and interesting websites to check out when you have some free time (after all of your homework is finished, of course!).  

Tip #1

You’ve probably heard this a thousand times, but it’s really important so read on.
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To read about the history of Valentine’s Day and to find some recipes, games and ecards all with a V-day theme, check out: 

· http://www.kidsdomain.com/holiday/val/
If you want to find out more about idioms and test your knowledge with a quiz or two, visit:

· http://www.ac-nancy-metz.fr/enseign/anglais/Henry/idioms.htm
Never give out personal information such as your name, home address, school name, or telephone number in a chat room or on bulletin boards.  











Here are some “heart” idioms.  Read each one and its definition to find out what it means.  Then take the quiz (on p.3) to see if you remember the meanings.





Have one’s heart set on


--want very much


She had her heart set on a dog for her birthday but she didn’t get one.





Lose heart


--feel discouraged because of failure; lose hope of success


I tried not to lose heart even though the Pistons were down by 20 points.





At heart


--in spite of; in reality


He acts tough but he is really a gentle person at heart.





Change of heart


--a change in the way one feels about something


I had a change of heart about not going to the dance on Friday and decided to go.





Heart is in the right place


--kind-hearted, sympathetic or well-meaning


Although she sometimes makes a lot of careless mistakes, her heart is in the right place.
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