Community Outreach Projects
Graduate students in Bilingualism and Multicultural Education routinely develop projects to assist local school or community agencies in their outreach to and work with  ELL students and families. Here are some of the resources created over a two-year period.

ELL Community Library… A local school district used grant money to create a special section of the library for ELLs and their families. The collection includes books in many languages, prep materials for college entrance exams and  laptop computers. See the announcement, the project description and the newspaper article.

Family Literacy Fact Sheet… A sheet of tips for parents, translated into the native languages of the ELLs in the district. See the description, the fact sheet in English and in Vietnamese.

Developing a Native Language Profile…A key element in ELL screening and classroom placement is an analysis of the student’s proficiency in his or her first language. This information is also necessary to analyze any learning problems that occur. See the PowerPoint presentation.

Our Stories…Graduate students interviewed members of our local refugee community. Their stories are written in their native languages and also translated into English. See these stories: AfghanDari…Albanian…Bosnian…Somali
Pictorial Newsletter for Families…Graduate students assisted local ELLs in developing a newsletter to send home to parents, describing in pictures and few words the activities of their classroom. See the description and the newsletter.

Teaching ELLs: A Handbook for Teachers…In many low-incidence areas, classroom teachers are surprised and alarmed to find an ELL in class, and scramble to learn some basic strategies for immediate use.  This handbook offers many useful tips for such situations.

Wheeler Welcome Packet…Teachers at one local school with many ELLs developed this pamphlet to welcome immigrant families to the school.
