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	Analyzing Pre-service Teacher Thinking about Instructing English Language Learners
Presenters: Claudine Bedell, Rita MacDonald, Sarah Oleksa and Kevin Hunt
CAP team members: James Nagle, Theresa Akerley
 
This session will discuss two case studies centered on understanding pre-service teachers’ assumptions about instructing English Language Learners and the importance of cultural and linguistic diversity as it applies to teaching in the content areas. Outcomes include: 1) data on pre-service teacher thinking about instructing ELLs including their introduction to academic English; 2) an exploration of the literature and contributions to coursework; and 3) revisions to course syllabi. 



	Looking through the lens of culture, language and identity: Educational foundations 
at Saint Michael’s College

Presenters: James Nagle, Amy Saks-Pavese
CAP team members: Claudine Bedell, Sally Cummings, Andrea Wheeland
Our project revises the introductory course for all students in the teacher education programs at Saint Michael’s College to enhance understanding of cultural, linguistic and socioeconomic diversity as it applies to teaching and learning in public schools. The content of this course will form the basis for learning that will continue in each of the teacher education programs at SMC. In addition to course revision, the participants will pilot the course in the new 4x4 course configuration. 



	Empowering Pre-service Educators through the Study of Curriculum to Teach ELLs

Presenters: Jonathan Silverman, Claudine Bedell

CAP team members: Rita MacDonald, James Nagle, Beth Evans, Maggie Plante, 
Gavin Wallace, and Theresa Akerley

This session will discuss how two required licensure curriculum courses have been revised to help prospective teachers to embrace the teaching of ELLs into their curriculum units. Each presenter will share academic materials, texts and resources, syllabi changes, implications of field/observation placements, and plans for future implementation. As part of a learning strand in the Education Department, these courses help our students become more proficient in teaching academic English in culturally and linguistically diverse classrooms.



	Teaching the Language of Inquiry-based Science at JFK Elementary

Presenters: Jacie Knapp, Rita MacDonald, Beth Peterson, Glenn Willette 
CAP team members: Nancy Devost, Mary O’Rourke
Preservice teachers need to see and work with authentic materials demonstrating integrated content-language instruction in mainstream, multilingual classrooms. This team has produced full sets of teaching materials (lesson plans, videotapes, samples of student oral and written work, and teacher reflections) for a third and fifth grade science unit. Materials produced illustrate both the power of the UbD approach and the skillful integration of explicit instruction in academic language into content lessons in classrooms with diverse populations.


	Teaching Content through Language: SFL in High School Biology
Presenters: Theresa Akerley, Rita MacDonald, Heidi Western 

CAP team members: Polly Howlett, James Nagle
This team will present examples of the application of systemic functional linguistics to the analysis and instruction of the academic language of biology. Excerpts from lesson plans and examples of student work will demonstrate the effectiveness of engaging students in the language of content. We will also briefly discuss the value of ESL:gen ed coteaching to identify and teach academic English.



	Enriching ELL Academic English Skills and Knowledge in Arts Content

Presenters: Angela Chaffee, Jonathan Silverman 
CAP team members: Tyler Sessions, Beth Evans, Rita MacDonald, Bill Myregaard
Learn how three art specialists (art, music, dance) from the Integrated Arts Academy altered their approach to teaching Academic English skills and concepts in the “arts”. With support from an ESL teacher and two SMC professors, these teachers use word walls, community journals, Venn diagrams, images, song, and gestures to extend language acquisition and practice.  See examples of SIOP influence and teaching cross-disciplinary concepts such as texture, space, and compare and contrast language to ELLs.



	The Cultural Math Interview: Accessing ELLs’  Mathematical Knowledge 
and Understanding

Presenters: Maura Baxter, Megan Flanagan, Liz Siracusa, Natasha Skrzypek, Tim Whiteford
CAP team members: Barb Sargent,  Rebekah Thomas
The goal of this CAP was to refine the Cultural Math Interview (CMI) as a tool for gathering information about ELL students’ math knowledge prior to entering US classrooms. Four SMC Education majors interviewed SMC International students from a variety of countries. 

The CMI was improved and modified based on feedback from the students as they implemented the interview with international students. Information gathered through the CMI was added to the Their Math Counts webpage. 



	Teaching the Language of Math to Low-Proficiency ELs
CAP team and presenters: Kirsten Kollgaard, Rita MacDonald, 
CAP team members: Deb LaForce, Tim Whiteford
This team will present their findings related to the instruction of early numeracy to ELS at English proficiency level 1.Teachers reorganized and developed accommodations to the grade-level math curriculum and, through action research in the context of an after-school program, identified those accommodations that positively impacted numeracy development. Exemplar lesson plans and videotapes will be made available for the purpose of teacher education at SMC.



	Using an Adjunct/Companion Teacher Model to Develop Mathematical Understanding 

for Low English Language Proficient ELLs at Winooski High School.

Presenters: Christine Bauer Ramazani, Miguel Pires, Inge White




CAP team members: James Nagle
Our project creates an adjunct/companion teacher model which pairs content math teachers with ESL teachers to co-plan, co-teach and co-assess in a high math program while also providing a companion class for ELLs to receive additional language instruction in math. Our goal is to develop a process that analyzes mathematical concepts in Math Foundations II so to develop corresponding teaching strategies to scaffold mathematical conceptual knowledge for high school ELLs with low English proficiency. 



	The Grammar of Academic English

Presenters: Nancy Nadel, Elizabeth O’Dowd 
CAP team members: Becky Wigglesworth
This presentation illustrates how an ALD pre-service course, English Grammar, was revised to reflect the purposes of teachers instructing ELLs in standards-based writing.  The revision draws on a CREATE project started in 2009: a continuum of developing linguistic complexity for middle-school writers in the Response to Text genre.  The new syllabus goes beyond sentence level structures  to examine how grammar is used to construct effective texts, with a major focus on analyzing student writing samples. 
 

	Through a Systemic Functional Linguistics Framework: Teaching Academic English

at Saint Michael's College

Presenters: Susan Jenkins, James Nagle
CAP team members: Rita MacDonald, Heidi Western
Our project designed a cross listed course for the applied linguistics and education departments at Saint Michael's College to further develop ESL and content pre-service teachers’ understanding of academic English instruction. The course has three goals: 1) to build knowledge of analysis of classroom discourse (oral and written) in  content area and ESL classrooms; 2) to understand the collaborative nature of teaching ELLs; and 3) to develop classroom unit plans based on systemic functional linguistics. 

	Pedagogy of Assessing and Teaching ELs with Learning Disabilities

Presenters: Karen Donovan, Beth Peterson
CAP team members: Claudine Bedell, Phyllis Hardy, Rita MacDonald,

Dylan McNamara, Mary Martineau
This project was designed to develop curricular revision related to the identification and instruction of ELS with learning disabilities, the expertise in which is newly formed and expanding rapidly. We centered our shared study around three critical questions: How may we...

1. develop formative assessments for ELs that indicate students’ conceptual development, unbiased by language proficiency?

2. successfully distinguish normal second language acquisition from learning disability?

3. successfully accommodate instruction for ELs with learning disabilities?
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