Focusing on Academic Language in High School Biology 
Theresa Akerley, Biology Teacher, and  Heidi Western, ELL Teacher, South Burlington High School 
This CAP focuses on the language of biology and how to highlight that language for all the students in the class.  A ‘scientific language menu’ was compiled.  As a prelude to activities which depend on a certain language function, a mini-lesson on the language form, meaning, and use is given.  The language is recycled in other activities and included in assessments.  Additionally, students record content vocabulary in their field journal dictionary section and maintain a classroom ‘roots and stems tree’ to increase vocabulary and comprehension. The CAP team (2 SMC faculty and 2 SBHS teachers) meet monthly to review implementation and to plan new approaches.

Team Members: SBHS-- Theresa Akerley, Heidi Western; SMC-- Rita MacDonald, James Nagle
Click here to see the PowerPoint presentation.
Click here to see the Scientific Language Menu.

