Teaching Academic Language in an Elementary Social Studies Unit 
Presenters—Amy LaChance (Third Grade Teacher ) and Kathy McLean (ESL Teacher), The Sustainability Academy, Burlington School District; Rita MacDonald, Beth Peterson, Saint Michael’s College
Faculty from The Sustainability Academy (formerly Barnes Elementary) and SMC collaborated to create a model 3rd grade Social Studies unit on the Abenaki that included instruction in academic language (cause and effect structures and the discourse patterns of social science) while maintaining high cognitive standards for all students. Videos highlighting instructional supports, WIDA Standards and teacher-created tools for the practice of academic language were created to assist inservice and pre-service teachers with teaching ELLs in the regular classroom.

Team Members: BSD—Amy LaChance, Kathy McLean; SMC--Rita MacDonald, Beth Peterson
Click here to see the PowerPoint presentation.
